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Now
What?

Markets are crazy, the outlook is dicey, but
there are plenty of ways to profit, if you keep your cool.
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NEWS, ANALYSIS & INFORMED OPINION

Hack Attack

MAUWODRLDY AND THE CONSUMEE ELECTROMICS SHOW mLas be
the launching pad lor the padpets du jour, but ifyou want o see
what high-tech wizardry may emerge from the garage a decads
trimn nosy, head aboat Bo miles north of @l in March 1o 1he
Vikingship Ohympde Arenain Hamar, Morway, Each vear more
than 5,060 compater enthusiasts make the pilerimage to- the
Lathering, o massive digital free-forall where techies o hig im
and bunker down for five days toshow i thedr neewiorking, pro
gramining, and gaming chops. With caffelne the drug of cholee
and most attencdess cr..'|:~'|'||.-|l._: ofn sbeeping l'uap:s. at their stations,

you might call it Burning Man for geeks. Pani Sloan

GIGABYTES of data coursze
thraugh the pipes every lwur in
5 one of the Tarpest tempricary

comiputer fetworks in the woeld, That's roughly equal toa DVDs
wrth of data every two seconds,

PEOPLE now pack the sold-out pvent
SACT YT SOATE 4, OO0 e Gre Lut el
5 away, The event’s appeal 5 not lost on

technolagy’s corparate elite: Cisco has been a sponsor on and off
yiitrs and, along with 1IBM and Microsoft, sends recrubiers

ope the crowd for new programming talent.

FERCENT ol the attendees are male; the averape
9 O age i5 10, The event’s lounder, Vepard Skiefatad,
started the Gathering in 1992, when he was 21, To
nnnect Hkée-minded computer youths, Skiefstad and two friends
tented a local concert hall, hoping to draw Goo pesple by wnrd

ot o, oo shiowaid i,
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